Do g e oan "h m’ l‘g 19“

This 15 a lovely Spring Sunday, and I write this to yon sitting under the
apple tree-justnov in blossom in our garden. This is some indication of the
lateness nf eur season.

Have-I not acknowledged your past message, and your check? Of course, I
depoeited it as scon aes it was received, and remjtted your duss irmediately
0. the, Scciety of Immunologista with a brief explamation, I am aurprised

have had no responge’ from them. Is there any chmcq “your mail is entangled

‘4ween Parib and the Garcljes Annex of thé Institut Pustsur? I have in trust

the balance of the check and ewalt your inatructiﬁns at any tiuac

Thank you for the catalege, received about twe we eks agos I have looked
through them briefly, riot eneugh to acsk for any definite purchases, but am
delighted to have thoge listz. I was murprised to £ind booke as expensive
as they were. The Proench titles secem relatively more expeneive (in §) than
do English, ahou$ az much as Azerican and Swies.

I wish you oould be hers to enjoy tho tslevision and rudlio bpaadcasts of
the McGkrthy--Army hearings. Or d0 you get some of thess. We listen to them
regularly while working in the labo. Joe's stock hat naver %een lewsr, and
I think! 4t not wverely wishful thikking that McCarRAy himself is finished
except as a aspokesman for the most extremo lumatic frings. But I fear that
McCarthyiem may be a5 vigorous ae ever, though there geems o be a strong
public reaction to these hearingc end the proozdures nay still be improved.
On the ciher hand, we ncw leern that some federal sgencies sare screening
the sclentists who receive research zrants, and revoling them {without
notice or hearing) ou the haels of "derogatory information”. There has been
a very strong protest to the National Institute of Fezlth (Public Zealth
Service] about this from the National Aendemy of Sciences and frorm ite
president, Detlov Bronk (whd was Preéident of Johns Hopkinc Tmiverchty and
is how Director of the Rerckefeller Inetitute). Since this agency did help
reaelve the trouble with Dr. Astin at the Buresu #f Standards, ecmeﬁkhng
may yeot come of the protest. But this 1o ene reason why I regret the
increcsing sociclization of science, 1.e., 1te ixgcreaeing dependence on
govermment support, though this seems ineviloble as ssience becomes a
bigger ond bigger businese under the leadership of some of our colleagues.

I4 418 herd for me to ﬁg}ggcetimate the importance of Indo-China-- there
must be developed some program of real interhstional collective action (not
like Korea) tc keep the balance on owr side. French policy there does not
seem to have been perticularly responsive to U.S. urging wmntil the last
few months of the desperate militery situation. Can we efford to abandon
S.E. Aela to the Communists— or ia it faor %co late to convince *the VistNamese
that the'r nationsl sspiratione are more sursly doomed under the reds than
the tricolor?

Glve Jacgues owr best. He did deliiver the lovely impression print—— did
you call that “ectampage®-- but not the catalog desoription of 4t. ( I em
also looking forward to an auitographed ocopy of deFonbrune's manual that he
promized: i1 I spend almost fYpgd all my lab ¢ime now with his instrument--

did Jacques mention to you sbout the Salmonella "semiclones"? But the

most exociting g¥¢ recent development is the vlsualization of bacterial
conjugation in E. coll, for which a small trick was needed: if one uses

one motile and one non-motlle parent, however, the conjoined palrs are eéasily
found by virtue of their erratic pattern of movement. Many of these have

been isolated with the micromanipulator,anddthhe mejority of pairs that

have been handled gently and eurvive, have engendered recombinants, The detalls
of the "mating" are juet being worked out: for some long interval, the paired
cells ars joined by an invisible connection that can be stretched to as much

a8 1 - 2 microns, but remaining constant in position. There seem to be culite



enough paires to account for the incidence of recombination. Other than that
the conjugants and exconjugants seem remerkably fragile, and will usually

die if prematurely separated, there is little more to say. In seversl instances
both mating parents have survived eonjugation and eeparation (efter 1 - 2 hours

Yours vaj-.;‘\cerq.ly,- .

Joshua Lederberg
Fa8. Yau may recel¥e soon a inagaziné' isgue (ﬁ_?xggxeas‘i&é") dealing
_with McCerthy. Algo, to change the subject, MeShen hag been married

and is reputed well enough pleased. He hao proved to be quite a
vohenont anti-McCarthylite.
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